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Town Officers and Committees 


Board of Selectmen Gretchen Abendschein - 2010 
John Tuthill - 2011 
Tom Esslinger - 2012 


Town Clerk Charlotte Comeau — 2010 
Tax Collector Marianne Nevelson - 2010 
Treasurer Scott Luther-Houghton — 2010 


Administrative Assistant Kathi Bradt 


Moderator John Luther - 2010 
Supervisors of the Rose Knight - 2010 
Checklist Gordon Gowen - 2012 


Elizabeth Gowen - 2015 


Overseer of Public Welfare Board of Selectmen 
Health Officer Toni Bowman 


Trustees of Trust Funds Alston Barrett - 2010 
Tim Perry - 2011 
John Demars - 2012 

Library Trustees Melinda Loiselle - 2010 
Tanya Holt - 2011 
Guy Russell - 2011 
Joanne Brown — 2012 
Joanne Smith - 2012 

Cemetery Trustees Ruth Balla - 2010 
Jane Esslinger - 2011 
John Putnam - 2012 


Budget Committee James Brown - 2010 
Craig Oshkello - 2010 
Susan Metsack - 2011 
John Balla - 2011 
Jim Jennison - 2012 
Linda Brenneman - 2012 
Tom Esslinger, Selectman 


Planning Board 


Alternates 


Conservation Commission 


Alternates 
Zoning Board of 
Adjustment 


Alternates 


Energy Committee 


Recreation Committee 
FMRSD Board 

Town Forester 

Tree Warden 


Doug Robinson - 2010 

Stella Herpel - 2010 

Jim Jennison - 2011 

Laurence Williamson - 2011 

Craig Oshkello - 2012 

Rob Vogel - 2012 

Gretchen Abendschein, Selectman 
Debby Hinman - 2010 

Betsy Snider - 2012 

Norm Bernaiche — 2012 


Debby Hinman - 2010 
Sue Paton - 2010 

Rob DeValk - 2011 
Peter Maynard - 2011 
Helen Frink - 2012 
Sandy Brewer - 2012 
John Tuthill, Selectman 
Mark Wellens - 2010 
Shawn Bowman - 2012 


Stella Herpel - 2010 
Gail Wilson - 2010 
Rob DeValk - 2011 
Frank Emig - 2012 
Lisa Earl - 2012 
Vacant 


Joanna Dennett — 2010 
Meredith Tenney - 2010 
Alice Fogel - 2011 
William Sandoe - 2012 
Peter Sotiropolis - 2012 


Mary Lord 

James Elsesser 

Peter Rhoades 

G. Kristian Fenderson 


Regular Meetings and Events 


Selectmen 


Town Clerk 


Tax Collector 

Planning Board 
Conservation Commission 
Zoning Board of Adjustment 


Cemetery Trustees 


Library Trustees 


Trustees of Trust Funds 


Selectmen’s office 
Highway Garage 


Transfer Station 


Library 


Emergency 


First, third, fifth Mondays, 7:00PM 


Mon., Tues., Wed. 6:30PM-8:00PM 
Sat. 9:00 AM-11:00AM 


Mon. 8:30AM-12:30PM 

Last Wed. of the month, 7:00PM 
Second Wed. of the month, 7:00PM 
First Wed. of the month, 7:00PM 


Regular or Special meeting dates posted 
Contact Kristian Fenderson, Sexton 


Second Thurs. of the month, 2:30PM 


Regular or Special meeting dates posted 
Contact: Alston Barrett, Meeting Chair 


Mon.-Fri., 8:30AM-12:30PM, 835-6879 
Answering machine 835-6866 


Wed. 11:00AM-6PM, Sat. 9:00AM-4 PM, 
Sun. 1:00PM-5:00PM, 835-6602 


Tues. & Thurs. 11:30AM-5:30PM, 
Sat. & Sun. 11:30AM-4:30PM, 835- 2150 


911 
Fire 352-1100 
State Police Troop C 358-3333 


WARRANT FOR TOWN OF ACWORTH 
MARCH 9, 2010 


To the inhabitants of the Town of Acworth, NH in the County of Sullivan in said state, 
qualified to vote in Town affairs: 


You are hereby notified to bring your votes for Town Officers, and any other questions, 
to the Town Hall on Tuesday, the ninth day of March next, between the hours of 10:00 of 
the clock in the morning until 9:00 of the clock in the evening to act upon the following: 


ARTICLE ONE: To vote by non-partisan ballot for the following Town Officers: 
Selectmen: 1 for 3 Year Term 
Tax Collector: 1 for 1 Year Term 
Treasurer: 1 for 1 Year Term 
Town Clerk: 1 for 3 year Term 
Moderator: 1 for 2 Year Term 
Library Trustee: 1 for 3 Year Term 
Budget Committee: 2 for 3 Year Terms 
Trustee of Trust Funds: | for 3 Year Term 
Cemetery Trustee: 1 for 3 Year Term 
Planning Board: 2 for 3 Year Terms 
Supervisor of the Checklist: 1 for 6 Year Term 


ARTICLE TWO: To see if the Town will vote to adopt the Amendment to the Acworth 
Zoning Ordinance (concerning mobile homes) as proposed by the Planning Board. 
Copies of the complete amendment are available for review at the Town Office, and will 
be available the day of voting. The following question will appear on the Official Ballot: 


“Are you in favor of the amendment to the existing Town of Acworth Zoning Ordinance 
as proposed by the Planning Board? The amendment clarifies that mobile homes are 
permitted in the Rural District to exactly the same extent as other types of homes, but that 
mobile home parks, designed for two or more mobile homes, are prohibited in all zoning 
districts. It also revises the definition of ‘mobile home’ so as to be consistent with state 
law.” 


Furthermore, you are hereby notified that discussion and voting on the following articles 
will commence at 7:30 of the clock in the evening on March 9 next at the Town Hall: 


ARTICLE THREE: To see if the Town will accept the minutes of the Town Meeting of 
March 10, 2009. 


ARTICLE FOUR: To see if the Town will empower the Selectmen to serve as pound 
keepers, measurers of wood and fence viewers. 


ARTICLE FIVE: To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to borrow money in 
anticipation of taxes. 


ARTICLE SIX: To see if the Town will vote to confirm the authority of the Board of 
Selectmen to set or amend fees for any license or permit program already established in 
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the Town, or for the use or occupancy of any previously-established public services or 
facilities. Prior to setting or amending fees, a public hearing with 7-days’ notice shall be 
held as required under RSA 41:9-a. 


ARTICLE SEVEN: To see if the Town will vote to elect the Road Agent. 
By citizen petition 


ARTICLE EIGHT: To see if the Town will vote to elect the Road Committee. 
By citizen petition 


ARTICLE NINE: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate fifty five thousand dollars 
($55,000) for the purchase of a used loader for the Highway Department with fifty 
thousand dollars ($50,000) to come from fund balance and five thousand ($5,000) to be 
raised by taxation. 

Budget Committee recommends this article 


ARTICLE TEN: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate one hundred 
seventy two thousand dollars ($172,000) to pave 3,640’ of Cold Pond Road which 
received surface and drainage improvements in 2009 plus approximately 3,800’ which 
will receive surface and drainage improvement in 2010 and of this total, to authorize 
twenty five thousand dollars ($25,000) to be withdrawn from the Cold Pond Road Paving 
Capital Reserve Fund (created in 2006), with the remaining one hundred forty seven 
thousand dollars ($147,000) to come from taxation. 

Budget Committee recommends this article 


ARTICLE ELEVEN: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the Budget 
Committee recommended sum of $813,836.00 for general municipal operations. This: 
article does not include Special or Individual articles addressed. 


ARTICLE TWELVE: To see if the Town will vote to discontinue the Revaluation 
Capital Reserve Fund created in 2001 which was emptied of funds following the 2006 
Revaluation. 


ARTICLE THIRTEEN: To see if the Town will vote to establish a capital reserve fund 
under the provisions of RSA 35:1 for the future revaluation of the Town and to raise and 
appropriate the sum of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) toward this purpose and to 
appoint the Selectmen as agents to expend from the fund. 

Budget Committee and Board of Selectmen recommend this article 


ARTICLE FOURTEEN: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate nine 
thousand dollars ($9,000) to reprint 500 copies of the history of Acworth known as These 
Acworth Hills. First printing of These Acworth Hills was voted for in 1986. The last 
available copy of that printing was sold in 2009. Revenues from sales go into the general 
fund. 

Budget Committee recommends this article 


ARTICLE FIFTEEN: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of ten 
thousand dollars ($10,000) to be added to the Highway Equipment Capital Reserve Fund 
established at Town Meeting in 2000. 

Budget Committee does not recommend, Board of Selectmen recommends this article 
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ARTICLE SIXTEEN: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate one hundred 
thirty eight thousand five hundred dollars ($138,500) for the purchase price and 
transaction costs associated with acquiring and placing a conservation easement on an 83 
acre tract abutting the Gove Town Forest and identified on the Acworth Tax Maps as 
Map 201-Lot 109 with fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) to come from the Acworth 
Conservation Fund, five thousand five hundred ninety four dollars ($5,594) to come from 
private donations, four thousand nine hundred ninety nine dollars ($4,999) to come from 
a NH Moose Plate Grant, and one hundred twelve thousand nine hundred seven dollars 
($112,907) to come from taxation. 

Budget Committee does not recommend this article 


ARTICLE SEVENTEEN: To see if the Town will vote to allocate on an annual basis 
50% of the Land Use Change Tax to the Conservation Fund. 
Budget Committee does not recommend this article 


ARTICLE EIGHTEEN: To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to establish and 
implement a mandatory “pay-by-bag” program for solid waste disposal, whereby refuse 
must be deposited in specifically designated bags or containers, and to establish 
reasonable fees for such bags or containers under the procedures of RSA 41:9-a. 


ARTICLE NINETEEN: To see if the Town shall adopt the provisions of RSA 31:95-c to 
restrict all revenues from waste disposal fees to expenditures for managing the Town’s 
recycling and solid waste management program. Such revenues and expenditures shall be 
accounted for in a special revenue fund to be known as the Waste Management Fund, 
separate from the general fund. Any surplus in said fund shall not be deemed part of the 
general fund accumulated surplus and shall be expended only after a Town Meeting vote 
to appropriate a specific amount for a specific purpose related to the purpose of the fund 
or source of the revenue. 


ARTICLE TWENTY: To see if the Town will vote to confirm the authority of the Board 
of Selectmen to make contracts for the transport, disposal, or recycling of solid waste 
upon such terms as they believe are in the best interest of the Town and consistent with 
state law. 


ARTICLE TWENTY-ONE: To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions of RSA 
41:14-a; enabling the Selectmen to acquire or sell land, buildings or both. Prior to taking 
any such action, the Selectmen must seek recommendations of the Planning Board and 
Conservation Commission, must hold public hearings 10-14 days apart, and must wait an 
additional ten days to see if 50 voters file a petition requiring the matter to be brought to a 
Town Meeting vote. 


ARTICLE TWENTY-TWO: To transact any other business that may legally be brought 
before this Town Meeting. 


Given under our hands and the seal of the Town of Acworth this 15" day of February, 
2010. A True Copy of Warrant Attest: Board of Selectmen: 

John Tuthill 

Tom Esslinger 

Gretchen Abendschein 
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MS-7 Budget - Town of _Acworth FY _2010 


ee y ee a wre. 4 5 6 


Selectmen's Budget 


Actual Revenues Estimated Committee's 
__Prior Year______Revenues__Est. Revenues 


TAXES XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX 


Land Use Change Taxes - General Fund 


ier ed eer Daas, 
| 3180 _|Resident Taxes 

| 3185__|rimbertaxes 2.048 
PP tole Bent 
MiNi EE lithertioe, 2 SAUTE hed en oe 
|__3190__ [interest & Penaites on Delinquent Taxes _| 
| inventory Penatties | 


LICENSES, PERMITS & FEES 


Business Licenses & Permits 
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 
Building Permits 


Other Licenses, Permits & Fees 


FROM FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 


FROM STATE 


3357 
| 3359 | Other (Including Railroad Tax) 


CHARGES FOR SERVICES 


3401-3406 {Income from Departments 
HS 5400 | Other Charges 


MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 


| 3501 | Sale of Municipal Property 
| 3502 | Interest on Investments 


| 3012 From Special Revenue Funds 


XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXK 
Er) ee) ee 


3.472 ano] 3.140. 


XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX 


oss] 40,330 
137,439 137,439 


XXXXXXKXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX 


lieth ake Re 2.500 


XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX 


4,571 4,000 4,000 
san] 4,000 1,000 


From Capital Projects Funds 
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Budget - Town of _Acworth FY _2010 


1 2 3 4 5 wae 
Lar 2 aie 7 wee A Selectmen's Budget 

Actual Revenues Estimated Committee's 

SOURCE OF REVENUE _ : Prior Year __Revenues __Est. Revenues 


From Enterprise Funds 
Sewer - (Offset) 


Water - (Offset) 


nt 
weet 
ealett | 
electc-(orteey | 
airport-(Ortset) | 
From Capital ReserveFunds || 
ak Madd 
te 
emp 
Se ar) 
je Saas) 


From Trust & Fiduciary Funds 
Transfers from Conservation Funds 


Peet PL tenon be 
Find Butanos (ourpiar4 to Redibe Tiss eer ee | ee oe 
TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUE & CREDITS 


**BUDGET SUMMARY** 


ADOPTED BUDGET RECOMMENDED BUDGET RECOMMENDED BUDGET 
Special Warrant Ailes Recommended (rompg.s) | 5000 at0.s00 | 247,000 
Individual Warant Ailes Recommended tompg.6) | S| t0,000] 8.000 


TOTAL Appropriations Recommended 1,017,093 1,266,366 1,069,836 
Less: Amount of Estimated Revenues & Credits (from above) 439,577 435,572 435,572 
Estimated Amount of Taxes to be Raised 577,516 830,764 634,264 


Maximum Allowable Increase to Budget Committee's Recommended Budget per RSA 32:18: 106,984 
(See Supplemental Schedule With 10% Calculation) 
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
TOWN OF ACWORTH 
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING MINUTES 
March 10, 2009 
Elections — 10:00 a.m. - 7:38 p.m. and 10:25 p.m. — 10:35 p.m. 
Business Meeting — 7:38 p.m. — 10:25 p.m. 


To the inhabitants of the Town of Acworth, NH in the County of Sullivan in said state, 
qualified to vote in Town affairs: 


You are hereby notified to bring your votes for Town Officers, and any other questions, 
to the Town Hall on Tuesday, the tenth day of March next, between the hours of 10:00 of 
the clock in the morning until 9:00 of the clock in the evening to act upon the following: 
ARTICLE ONE: To vote by non-partisan ballot for the following Town Officers: 


Results of ballots cast — declared winners’ names are noted in bold print 


Selectmen — One person for three-year term 
Thomas Esslinger 166 


Tax Collector - One person for one-year term 
Marianne Wierenga-Nevelson 261 


Treasurer - One person for one-year term 


Scott Luther-Houghton 258 
Library Trustee — Two persons for three-year term 

Joanne Brown (write-in) 21 

Joanne Smith (write-in) pas 


Budget Committee — Two persons for three-year term 


Linda L. Christie 124 
James K. Jennison 125 
Laurence Williamson 22 
Normand G. Bernaiche 105 
Linda Brenneman 137 


Trustee of Trust Funds — One Person for three-year term 
John S. Demars 238 


Cemetery Trustee — One Person for three-year term 
John Putnam 237 


Planning Board — One Person for three-year term 
Craig Oshkello 180 
Robert Vogel (write-in) 93 


Supervisor of the Checklist — One Person for three-year term’ 
Elizabeth Gowen (write-in) 21 
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ARTICLE TWO: 


Are you in favor of the adoption of the following amendments? 

Amend Article VI Crescent Lake District as follows: 

1. In section A, Uses Permitted, delete the following: “(See Article VII for uses 
allowed in the portion of the Crescent Lake District overlaid by the 
Conservation Zone)”. 

2. In section B, Land Standards, amend item 2 to delete the following: “Le., 
outside of the Conservation Zone”. 

3. Insection B, Land Standards, replace items 4., 5., and 6. with a new item 4 and a 
new item 5: 

4. Except where B 1, 2 and 3 above impose more stringent standards, the standards 

of the New Hampshire Comprehensive Shoreland Protection Act, RSA 483-B:9 

Minimum Shoreland Protection Standards, shall govern the land standards of the 

Crescent Lake District including, but not limited to, natural woodland buffers, 

subsurface waste disposal systems and fertilizer usage. 


5. Local permits shall be required pursuant to Article XI, in addition to any State 
permit requirement under RSA 483-B. However, any variance or waiver granted by 
the Commissioner of Environmental Services under RSA 483-B:9, V(i) shall be 
deemed sufficient for purposes of this Ordinance, without granting of any parallel 
relief by the Acworth Board of Adjustment. 


Amend Article VII Conservation Zone as follows: 

1. Replace section C, Boundaries of the Conservation Zone with the following: 
C. Boundaries of the Conservation Zone: 
Except for the shore lands of Crescent Lake, which shall be regulated pursuant 
to Article VI Crescent Lake District, the Conservation Zone shall be an overlay 
zone including all stream banks and shores of all natural ponds and lakes to a 
distance of one hundred feet from the maximum high water level. 


Results of ballots cast: 
Yes 201 No 65 
ARTICLE TWO PASSED 
ARTICLE THREE: 
Are you in favor of the adoption of the following amendment? 
Amend General Provisions as follows: 
1. Add section I. as follows: 
Any building or land development project must conform to all state and federal 
regulations including but not limited to the New Hampshire Comprehensive 
Shoreland Protection Act, RSA 483-B. 
Results of ballots cast: 


Yes pAb. No 60 


ARTICLE THREE PASSED 
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Furthermore, you are hereby notified that discussion and voting on the following articles 
will commence at 7:30 of the clock in the evening on March 10 next at the Town Hall: 


The meeting was called to order by Moderator John Luther at 7:38 p.m. on 
Tuesday, March 10th, 2009 at the Acworth Town Hall. John announced that the 
polls would be open after the meeting for those that had not finished voting. He 
asked that there be a moment of silence in remembrance of Ken Bogel who just 
recently passed away. Ken had been the town’s ballot clerk for years. Also for 
Mable Corey who lived to be over 104 years old and a holder of the Boston Post 
Cane. 

John asked all to stand and join him in the pledge of allegiance. 

John went over a few rules of how the meeting would be conducted. His 
expectations were that people would be respectful to one another. He then began by 
reading the warrant. 


ARTICLE FOUR: To see if the Town will accept the minutes of the Town Meeting of 
March 11, 2008. 


Article four moved by Jim Brown. Seconded by Claude Bassinne. 

Claude Bassinne noted a correction in Article fifteen to his last name. Should be 
with 2 n’s and not one. 

With no further discussion, the article was moved to vote by voice vote. 


ARTICLE FOUR PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 


ARTICLE FIVE: To see if the Town will empower the Selectmen to serve as pound 
keepers, measurers of wood and fence viewers. 


Article five moved by Rob Devalk. Seconded by Marianne Wierenga—Nevelson. 
With no discussion, the article was moved to vote by voice vote. 


ARTICLE FIVE PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 


ARTICLE SIX: To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to borrow money in 
anticipation of taxes. 


Article six moved by Marianne Wierenga-Nevelson. Seconded by Scott Luther- 
Houghton. With no discussion, the article was moved to vote by voice vote. 


ARTICLE SIX PASSED 


ARTICLE SEVEN: To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to section 195:25 of RSA 195 
concerning Cooperative School Districts, to direct the School Board to conduct a study of 
the feasibility and suitability of the withdrawal of Acworth from the cooperative district. 
By citizen petition. 


Article seven moved by Carolyn Jerard. Seconded by Olga Bassinne. 
Theresa Foote asked for clarification of this article. 
Claude Bassinne addressed this article. 


After much discussion, Torrey Greene motioned to move the question. Seconded by 
Marianne Wierenga-Nevelson. 

Moving the question was passed by voice vote. 

Article seven moved to vote by secret ballot using letter “A”. 

Meeting was recessed at 8:18 p.m. while the ballots were collected and counted. 
Meeting was called to order at 8:23 p.m. with the results. 


YES 17 NO 114 
ARTICLE SEVEN FAILED 


ARTICLE EIGHT: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 
$72,000.00 for the purpose of Hazard Mitigation culvert replacement on Crane Brook 
Road with $54,000 to come from the 2009 Hazard Mitigation Assistance Program if 
approved and the remaining $18,000 to come from taxation. No expenditure shall be 
made if the grant application is denied. 


Article eight moved by Jim Brown. Seconded by Susan Metsack. 
After a brief discussion, the article was moved to vote by voice vote. 


ARTICLE EIGHT PASSED 


ARTICLE NINE: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to enter into a 
six year lease agreement for $113,924 for the purpose of leasing a loader for the Highway 
Department, and to raise the sum of $20,900 (Twenty thousand, nine hundred dollars) for 
the first year’s payment for that purpose. The lease agreement will contain an escape 
clause allowing the Town to terminate the lease with no further obligation if a future 
Town Meeting does not appropriate the annual lease payment. Majority vote required. 


Articled nine moved by Tom Esslinger. Seconded by Marianne Wierenga-Nevelson. 
Tom Esslinger addressed this article. 

After a lengthy discussion, Linda Christie motioned to move the question. Seconded 
by Tom Esslinger. 

Moving the question passed by voice vote. 

Article nine moved to vote by secret ballot using letter “B”. 

Meeting was recessed at 8:50 p.m. while the ballots were collected and counted. 
Meeting was called to order at 8:55 p.m. with the results. 


YES 61 NO 72 
ARTICLE NINE FAILED 
ARTICLE TEN: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $25,000 
(Twenty five thousand dollars) to be added to the Highway Equipment Capital Reserve 
Fund established 2000. This sum to come from fund balance (surplus) and no amount to 
be raised from taxation. Majority vote required. Selectmen recommend, Budget 


Committee does not recommend. 


Article ten moved by Ed Metsack. Seconded by Richard Kangas. 
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After some discussion, Ralph Balla motioned to move the question. Seconded by 
Marianne Wierenga-Nevelson. Moving the question passed by voice vote. Article 
ten moved to vote by voice vote. 


ARTICLE TEN PASSED 


ARTICLE ELEVEN: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the Budget 
Committee recommended sum of $992,093.00 for general municipal operations. The 
Selectmen recommend $1,026,743.00. This article does not include Special or Individual 
articles addressed. 


Article eleven moved by Marianne Wierenga-Nevelson. Seconded by Torrey 
Greene. 

Ralph Balla motioned to amend the article. To reduce the budget committee 
recommended budget of 992,093.00 by 98,418.00 or 20%. Seconded by Rob Devalk. 
After a lengthy discussion, Tony Tonioli motioned to move the question on the 
amendment. Seconded by Mary Lord. 

Moving the question on the amendment passed by voice vote. 

Article eleven as amended moved to voice vote. 

Moderator was unsure of vote so asked to vote again by show of voter cards. 


YES 39 NO Aad 
ARTICLE ELEVEN AS AMENDED FAILED 


Tom Esslinger motioned to amend the article to increase the budget committee 
recommended budget amount by $20,000.00 to $1,012,093.00. 

He explained that he felt that it was needed for anticipated litigation fees. 

After a lengthy discussion, Claude Bassinne motioned to move the question on the 
amendment. Seconded by Ruth Balla. Moving the question passed by voice vote. 
Article eleven as amended moved to voice vote. 


ARTICLE ELEVEN AS AMENDED FAILED 
After a brief discussion, article eleven moved to vote by secret ballot “C” 
Meeting was recessed at 10:15 p.m. while the ballots were collected and counted. 
Meeting was called to order at 10:18 p.m. with the results. 
YES. 97 NO Zl 

ARTICLE ELEVEN PASSED 
Jim Brown motioned to reconsider article eleven. Seconded by John Putnam. 
After a brief discussion, motion to reconsider article eleven was moved to vote by 


voice vote. 


RECONSIDERATION OF ARTICLE ELEVEN FAILED UNANIMOUSLY 
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ARTICLE TWELVE: To see if the Town will vote to transfer $7,500 from the Town 
Forest Maintenance Fund into the General Fund. Said funds were derived from 
sustainable timber harvests managed by the Conservation Commission in accordance 
with the long-term Town Forest Management Plan. Submitted by the Conservation 
Commission. 


Article Twelve moved by Rob Devalk. Seconded by Torrey Greene. 
After a brief discussion, the article was moved to vote by voice vote. 


ARTICLE TWELVE PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 


ARTICLE THIRTEEN: To transact any other business that may legally be brought 
before this Town Meeting. 


Elin Phinizy motioned that on behalf of Ray Nabatoff who could not be there, that 
Acworth would donate $100.00 to the Keene Soup kitchen. Seconded by Mary Lord. 


Moderator indicated that this would be a non binding vote. 

Moved to vote by voice vote. Voted in the affirmative. 

With no other business at hand, Ralph Balla moved to adjourn the meeting. 
Seconded by Mary Lord. 


Voice vote to adjourn the meeting at 10:25. Passed Unanimously. 


Moderator announced at 10:25 p.m. that the business portion of meeting is 
adjourned and that anyone that wishes to vote may do so. 


Polls closed at 10:35 p.m. 

Meeting recessed at 10:35 p.m. to count ballots. 
Counting of ballots completed at 1:30 a.m. 
Meeting adjourned at 2:00 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted by, 


Charlotte Comeau 
Acworth Town Clerk 


* 
Note that the Supervisor of the checklist is a six year term and not three. 
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DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 


Municipal Services Division 
2009 Tax Rate Calculation 


TOWN PORTION 
Gross Appropriations 
Less: Revenues 
Less: Shared Revenues 
Add: Overlay 
Add: War Service Credits 
Net Town Appropriation 
Special Adjustment 
Approved Town Tax Effort 
Town Rate per $1,000 


SCHOOL PORTION 
Net Local Schoo! Budget 
Regional School Apportionment 
Less: Adequate Education Grant 
Less: State Education Taxes 
Approved School Tax Effort 
Local School Rate per $1,000 


STATE EDUCATION TAXES 
State Equalized Valuation (no utilities) 
State Education Rate per $1,000 


Approved State School Tax Effort 
State Education Rate per $1,000 
based on local assessed valuation 
(no utilities) of $100,609,240 


COUNTY PORTION 
Due to County 
Less: Shared Revenues 


Approved County Tax Effort 
County Rate per $1,000 


TOTAL COMBINED TAX RATE PER $1,000 


Total Property Taxes Assessed 
Less: War Service Credits 


TOTAL PROPERTY TAX COMMITMENT 


PROOF OF TAX RATE 
State Education Tax (no utilities) 
All Other Taxes 
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1,017,093 
(375,629) 


9,701 


7,200 


658,365 


1,422,230 
(413,826) 


(239,309) 


112,088,426 
2.14 


269,757 


local 
assessed 
valuation 
100,609,240 
101,804,235 


658,365 


769,095 


239,309 


269,757 


1,936,526 


(7,200) 


1,929,326 


tax rate 
per 1,000 
2.30 
16.67 


18.05 


6.47 


7.55 


2.38 


2.65 


19.05 


taxes 
assessed 
239,309 


1,097,254 
1,936,526 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 
Comparative statement of appropriations and expenditures for 2009 


Appropriation title Appropriated Expended Unexpended Overdrafted 


GENERAL BUDGET 


Town officers’ salaries $ 2F,200 oR 26,808 $ 442 $§$ - 
Elections and registration 3,600 1,591 2,009 - 
Payroll tax expenses 24,615 16,362 3,253 - 
Revaluation of property 14,300 9,616 4,684 - 
Legal expenses 15,000 26,376 - 41.376 
Planning and zoning 8,950 6,019 2,931 - 
Town hall expenses 12,550 6,991 5,559 - 
Cemeteries 15,800 14,400 1,400 - 
Insurance CH aS DF Br 14,056 gd id | - 
Regional planning assoc. 1,047 1,047 - : 
Town office expense SP PRG EL. 56,046 1717S - 
Police 8,000 4,093 3,907 - 
Ambulance 9,600 10,004 : 404 
Fire & Rescue services 32,000 32,000 - - 
Emergency management * 1,600 - 1,600 - 
Highway maintenance 266,033 265,095 938 - 
Bridges 1,000 535 465 - 
Street lighting 2,000 2,430 - 430 
Highway parts, fuel, equip 76,700 81,620 - 4,920 
Solid waste disposal 79,230 79,747 - oi 
Landfill closure 3,500 4,949 - 1,449 
Animal control 500 1,184 - 684 
Health and other agencies 8,000 4,530 3,470 - 
Welfare 10,000 - 10,000 - 
Parks and recreation 2,000 1,937 63 - 
Library operations 22,610 22,610 - - 
Memorial day expenses 200 200 - - 
Conservation commission 700 700 - - 
Conservation preservation 2,000 2,000 - - 
Interest expense 1,000 - 1,000 . 
Equipment lease-hgwy trk 24,000 23,938 62 - 
Road projects and paving 237,966 200,075 - 20,709 
Conserv. Comm. (LUCT) 2,000 6,185 - 4,185 
Forest Maintenance Fund 5,000 5,000 - - 


Totals $ 792,095" 9 986,744 $ 50,023" "9 44,674 


SPECIAL ARTICLES 
Equipment capital reserve 25,000 25,000 - . 


subtotal 25,000 25,000 - . 


INDIVIDUAL ARTICLES 
Culvert grant expenditure - " ci 


subtotal - - - . 


TOTALS $ 1,017,093 §$ 1,011,744 §$ 50,023 §$ 44,674 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 


Detailed Statements of Receipts for 2009 


3100 From tax collector 


3110.1 Property taxes-current year 
3110.2 Property taxes-prior years 

3110.3 Property tax redemptions 

3120.1 Land use change tax-current year 
3185.1 Timber yield taxes-current year 
3185.2 Timber yield taxes-prior year 
3187.1 Excavation tax-current year 

3190.1 Interest & costs-late property taxes 
3190.3 Interest & costs-late yield taxes 
3190.4 Interest & costs-lien redemptions 


Total received per tax collector's report 


3200 From town clerk 


3220.1 Motor vehicle permit fees 
3220.2 Town clerk fee 
3220.3 Title application fees 
3220.4 Title transfer fee 
3220.5 Agent fee for State stickers 
3220.6 E-registration fees 
3290.1 Dog license fees-town portion 
3290.2 Dog license fees-state portion 
3290.3 Birth, death, marriage fees 
3290.4 Pole license 
3291.2 Bad check fees 
3291.3 Miscellaneous fees 
Total received per town clerk's report 
3220 2008 Bounced checks replaced in 2009 
3220 2009 Bounced checks not replaced 


3319 From Federal sources 


3319.1 FEMA funds for 08 storms 


3350 From State sources 


3351 Shared revenue block grant 
3352 Meals and rooms distribution 
3353 Highway block grant 

3356 Forest land reimbursement 
3359.1 Disaster assistance relief 
3359.2 Other State grants 
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Jan - Dec 09 


$ 1,754,904.48 
173,483.50 
43,232.07 
15,490.00 
8,946.46 

331.25 

71.56 

15,271.35 

28.91 

11,279.64 


2,023,039.22 


124,985.50 
1,426.00 
434.50 
370.00 
3,332.50 
125.45 
912.00 
419.50 
287.00 
10.00 
100.00 
55.00 


132,457.45 
155.50 


(508.50) 
132,104.45 


31,941.68 
31,941.68 


40,329.65 
129,226.33 
263.35 
12,554.83 
8,004.00 


190,378.16 


TREASURER'S REPORT (continued) 


Detailed Statements of Receipts for 2009 


3400 Revenue from services 
3404 Transfer station fees 


3500 Miscellaneous sources 
3501.2 Cemetery lot sales 
3501.3 Gove lot timber sales 
3502.1 Interest income on deposits 
3506.1 Welfare lien reimbursements 
3509.2 Recycling proceeds 
3230.2 Building permits fees 
3292.1 Driveway permit fees 
3292.2 Planning board fees 
3292.3 Sale of histories, maps 
3292.4 Miscellaneous fees 


3912 From special revenue funds 


3912.1 Transfers from forest maintenance fund 


3916 Trust and agency funds 
3916.1 Cemetery trust funds 


3916.3 Reimbursed from Forest Maintenance funds 
3916.4 Forest Maintenance Plan expenses paid 
3916.5 Reimbursed from Conservation Comm. funds 
3916.6 Conservation Commission expenses paid 


Total cash receipts for 2009 
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Jan - Dec 09 


9,522.00 
9,522.00 


900.00 
5,060.78 
4,571.36 

25.00 
1,086.28 

640.00 

360.00 

426.00 

47.00 

955.02 


13,671.44 


7,500.00 
7,500.00 


4,332.12 
1,126.25 
(1,126.25) 
497.06 
(497.06) 
4,332.12 


2,412,489.07 


TREASURER'S REPORT 


Detailed Statements of Disbursements for 2009 


4130 Executive expenses 
Selectman-Gretchen Abendschein 
Selectman-Thomas Esslinger 
Selectman-John Tuthill 
Treasurer-Scott Luther-Houghton 
Tax collector-Marianne Nevelson 
Deputy tax collector-Susan Metsack 
Town clerk-Charlotte Comeau 
Deputy clerk-Crystal Bascom (partial) 
Health officer-Toni Bowman 


4140 Elections and vital statistics 
Stipends-election officials 
Other 
Public notices 
Training 
Vital record fees 


4150 Payroll tax expenses 
Payroll taxes-cleaning 
Payroll taxes-dump attendant 
Payroll taxes-election official 
Payroll taxes-highway 
Payroll taxes-planning board 
Payroll taxes-road engineering 
Payroll taxes-town office 
Payroll taxes-town officials 


4152 Revaluation of property 
Property assessing 
Mapping 


4153 Legal expenses 


4191 Planning and zoning 
Wages - Planning Board 
HCCP excess grant expenses 
Master Plan expenses 
Miscellaneous expenses 
Printing manuals, ballots 
Public notices 
Survey SA Village District 


Jan - Dec 09 


$ 2,000.00 
2,000.00 

2,000.00 

5,000.06 

6,500.00 

1,057.66 

6,961.52 

1,038.42 

250.00 


26,807.66 


1,320.50 
43.57 
20.00 

207.00 


1,591.07 


120.11 
1,504.81 
101.02 
8,936.00 
87.39 
979.51 
2,582.16 
2,050.75 


16,361.75 


6,843.00 
2,773.50 


9,616.50 


26,376.11 


1,141.96 
3,413.93 
500.00 
88.49 
31.50 
443.49 
400.00 


6,019.37 
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TREASURER'S REPORT (continued) 


Detailed Statements of Disbursements for 2009 


4194 Town hall 
Wages - cleaning and shoveling 
Electricity 
Fuel oil 
Mowing 
Repairs 
Supplies 


4195 Cemeteries 
Cemetery maps 
Corner stones 
Miscellaneous expenses 
Mowing 
Stone restoration 
Tree Work 


4196 Insurance 
Property and general liability 
State unemployment insurance 
Workmens compensation 


4197 Regional planning associations 


4199 Town office expenses 
Wages-administrative assistant 
Audit of Treasurer 
Bank service charges 
Computer, software and support 
Dues to Associations 
Miscellaneous 
Office equipment 
Office supplies 
Outside consultants 
Postage 
Public notices 
Services of forester 
Telephone 
Tax collector expenses 
Town clerk expenses 
Town reports 
Trustees of Trust Funds expense 
Workshops and training 


Jan - Dec 09 


1,570.00 
927.08 
2,223.79 
1,925.00 
301.50 
43.85 


6,991.22 


171.00 
181.75 
157.56 
4,890.00 
9,000.00 
4,000.00 


14,400.31 


6,479.14 
979.00 
6,598.00 


14,056.14 


1,047.20 


33,753.22 
1,219.30 
80.00 
4,563.41 
636.83 
131.22 
735.00 
1,421.48 
2,916.00 
925.42 
41.16 
472.50 
1,362.28 
4,271.48 
2,020.87 
1,209.00 
97.02 
190.00 


56,046.19 
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TREASURER'S REPORT (continued) 


Detailed Statements of Disbursements for 2009 


4210 Police 
Contract services 
Dispatch 
Storage rent 


4215 Ambulance 
4220 Fire 
4290 Emergency management 


4312 Highway maintenance 
Wages-highway 
Health insurance 
Calcium chloride 
Culverts 
Equipment lease 
Materials-gravel and shurpak 
Miscellaneous 
Mower, chipper and equip rental 
Salt 
Sand screening and piling 
Small maintenance projects 
10/24/09 storm costs 


4313 Bridge repairs 
4316 Street lighting 


4319 Highway - general expenses 
Building maintenance 
Diesel fuel 
Electricity 
Gas 
Heating oil 
Miscellaneous 
New equipment 
Repairs, parts 
Supplies 
Telephone 


4324 Solid waste 
Wages-dump attendent 
Capital improvements 
Comingle bin w/o glass 
Compactor trucking/rental fees 


Jan - Dec 09 


45.00 
3,569.87 
478.00 


4,092.87 
10,004.00 


32,000.00 


116,810.91 
25,533.24 
8,268.75 
5,390.20 
6,000.00 
28,793.33 
3,929.60 
20,810.00 
18,909.77 
16,450.52 
2,428.00 
11,770.23 


265,094.55 
534.66 


2,430.24 


1,103.62 
14,595.69 
1,043.30 
1,295.72 
4,482.07 
1,257.11 
16,941.98 
38,727.12 
1,100.70 
1,072.32 


81,619.63 


19,670.75 
9,145.00 
887.95 
29,324.38 
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TREASURER'S REPORT (continued) 


Detailed Statements of Disbursements for 2009 


Demolition disposal fees 
Electricity 

Electronics recycling 
Fluorescent disposal 
Freon Extraction 
Hazardous waste disposal 
Miscellaneous supplies 
Mixed paper disposal 
Telephone 

Tire disposal 

Training 


4325 Landfill closure 
Monitoring 


4414 Animal control 
Animal trapping 
Dog tags 
State fees 
Vet and boarding 


4415 Health and other agencies 
Alstead Food Shelf 
Community Alliance of Human Ser 
Fall Mountain Friendly Meals 
Home Healthcare Hospice & CS 
Sullivan County Hospice 
S W Community Services 
West Central Behavorial Health 


4445 Welfare 


4520 Recreation 
Electricity 
Mowing 
Program expense 


4550 Library 
Wages-library 
Payroll taxes-library 
Miscellaneous 
Library appropriation paid 


4583 Memorial day expenses 


Jan - Dec 09 


13,275.16 
344.03 
1,495.57 
446.37 
252.00 
451.20 
947.16 
2,368.58 
372.04 
466.00 
300.77 


79,746.96 


4,949.49 
4,949.49 


10.00 
165.29 
779.50 
229.00 


1,183.79 


600.00 
500.00 
400.00 
1,000.00 
250.00 
900.00 
880.00 


4,530.00 


153.42 
935.00 
848.54 


1,936.96 


17,731.42 
1,356.43 
PPT aS Wi 
3,294.24 


22,610.00 


200.00 
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TREASURER'S REPORT (continued) 


Detailed Statements of Disbursements for 2009 


4611 Conservation commission 
CC association dues 
Crescent Lake testing 
CC appropriation paid 


4619 Conservation preservation 
Crescent Lake Milfoil Committee 


4902 Machinery, vehicles & equipment 
Equipment lease-highway truck (International) 


4909 Improvements other than bdigs 
Wages-road engineering 


Chip sealing 


Cold Pond Road drainage and prep 
Grout Hill bridge repairs 

Paving other roads 

Town gravel pit development 


4912 To special revenue funds 
Conservation commission fund - 2009 luct 
Conservation commission fund - 2001 luct 
Forest maintenance fund - Gove lot timber sales 


4915 To capital reserve funds 
Capital reserve-highway equipment 


4916 To expendable cemetery trust funds 
Transfers to trustees of trust.funds 


4931 Sullivan County 


4933 FM Regional School District 


Unanticipated grant expenses 
Grant expenses-HCCP grant expenses 
Grant expenses-recylcing container grant expense 
Grant expenses-vital records preservation 


Abatements/overpymts refunded 


Tax liens by town 


Land purchased by tax deed 


Total cash disbursements for 2009 $ 
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Jan - Dec 09 


200.00 
259.96 
240.04 


700.00 


2,000.00 


23,937.82 
23,937.82 


12,804.00 
113,539.03 
56,845.95 
6,415.78 
23,865.00 
45,205.00 


258,674.76 


2,000.00 
4,185.00 
5,060.78 


11,245.78 


25,000.00 


900.00 
269,757.00 
1,012,880.02 
5,730.00 


1,500.00 
549.00 


7,779.00 
7,953.60 


78,106.12 
11,892.45 


2,401 ,073.22 


TREASURER'S REPORT 
Summary of accounts held by treasurer for 2009 


General checking account 
Beginning balance 1/1/09 $ 
Transfers from money market 
Expenditures per treasurer's report 
Expenditures of previously encumbered grant funds 
Increase of office petty cash fund 
Cons. Comm. bills paid 
Reimbursements reported net of an expense account 
MMA bank charges included in expenditures 


Ending balance 12/31/09 $ 


General money market account . 
Beginning balance 1/1/09 $ 
Revenues per treasurer's report 
Transfers from Cons. Comm. to cover Desbian costs 
Transfers from Cons. Comm. to cover forest maint. bills 
Performance bonds received 
Reimbursements reported net of an expense account 
Bank charges 
Transfers to general checking 


Ending balance 12/31/09 $ 


General savings performance bond account 


Beginning balance 1/1/09 $ 
Performance bonds received 
Ending balance 12/31/09 $ 


Conservation commission savings account 
Beginning balance 1/1/09 $ 
2009 LUC tax proceeds 
2001 LUC tax proceeds 
2009 balance of appropriation 
Interest income 
Conservation commission expenses 


Ending balance 12/31/09 $ 


Cons. Comm. forest maintenance savings account 
Beginning balance 1/1/09 $ 
Timber sale proceeds 
Interest income 
Forest management plan expenses 
Transfer to general fund 


Ending balance 12/31/09 $ 


Cons. Comm. Desbian land purchase savings account 
Beginning balance 1/1/09 $ 
Donations toward land purchase 
Interest income 
Transfer to general fund 


Ending balance 12/31/09 $ 


of 


1,443.16 


2,414,000.00 
(2,401,073.22) 


(10,164.67) 
(10.00) 
(1,623.31) 
(878.22) 
80.00 


1,773.74 


919;/92.57 
2,412,489.07 


497.06 
1,340.20 
1,000.00 

878.22 

(80.00) 


(2,414,000.00) 
520,703.17 


1,500.00 


1,500.00 


13,173.58 
2,000.00 
4,185.00 

240.04 
40.21 
(497.06) 


19,141.77 


11,666.07 
5,060.78 
29.33 
(1,126.20) 


(7,500.00) 


Cruccias 


5,495.00 
3.58 


5,498.58 


Town of Acworth 


Balance Sheets (All Funds, Comparative) 


December 31, 2009 and 2008 


ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Checking $ 
Money market 
Petty cash - town office 
Petty cash - town clerk 
Savings - performance bonds 
Savings - Conservation Commission 
Savings - Cons. Comm. forest maintenance 
Savings - Cons. Comm. Desbian land purchase fund 


Taxes receivable 

Taxes receivable - property tax 

Taxes receivable - timber yield tax 
Tax liens receivable - 2005 levy 

Tax liens receivable - 2006 levy 

Tax liens receivable - 2007 levy 

Tax liens receivable - 2008 levy 
Allowance for abatements-property tax 


289,471.43 


TOTAL ASSETS $ 


LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES 
Liabilities 
School district payable $ 
Performance bond refundable 


TOTAL LIABILITIES 


Fund balances 
Fund balance - general 
Fund balance - encumbered 
Fund balance - Conservation Commission 
Fund balance - Cons. Comm. forest maintenance 
Fund balance - Cons. Comm. Desbian land purchase 


TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES $ 
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December 31 


2009 


1,773.74 
520,703.17 
50.00 
50.00 
1,500.00 
19,141.77 
8,129.93 


5,498.58 


556,847.19 


180,177.70 
1,872.22 


37,128.94 
70,292.57 


846,318.62 


418,303.30 


2,500.00 


420,803.30 


392,745.04 


19,141.77 
8,129.93 


5,498.58 


425,515.32 


846,318.62 


$ 


2008 


1,443.16 
518,792.57 
40.00 
50.00 
1,500.00 
13,173.58 
11,666.07 


546,665.38 


173,357.46 
331.25 
108.52 

16,982.87 
54,998.21 


245,778.31 


792,443.69 


422,779.35 


1,500.00 


424,279.35 


333,160.02 
10,164.67 
13,173.58 
11,666.07 


368,164.34 


792,443.69 


2009 Schedule of Town Properties and Values 


Town Hall and Land 229-1] 
Contents per LGC/PLT 
Library and Land 229-32 
Contents per LGC/PLT 
Town Garage and Transfer Station 253-11 
Equipment 
Contents per LGC/PLT 
Town Common 229-3 
Subtotal 


Land Acquired Through Tax Collector’s Deeds: 


Roberts Lot 236-10 

Howard Estate Lot 210-39 

Ball Lot 230-3 

Buss Lot 226-1 

Callum Lot 234-18 

Champney Lot 226-6 

Crescent Lake Lot 201-60 

Farnsworth Lot (Ball field) 

Gove and Fournier Lots (Town Forest) 211-1 

Hurd Lots 201-107 and 108 

Jennison Lot 240-9 

Nelson Lot 240-5 

Onofrio Lot 229-30 

Prouty Lot 250-2 

Shaw Lot 210-36 

Moto Lot 241-18 

Starks Lot 247-41 

Crescent Lake Lot 201-36 

Subtotal 

Land Acquired Through Gift or Purchase: 

Acworth Wetlands: Peirera/Diggert Lots 225-6 

Pierce Brook Lot 209-7 

Ward Lot 218-4 

Mill Pond Acre/Mica Shed 246-17 
Contents per LGC/PLT 

Five Points School House Lot 231-8 

Prince Lot 246-57 

Lubetkin/Cemetery Lot 234-13 

Conservation Associates Lot 225-7 

Subtotal 

Additional Town lots per new mapping: 

Derry Hill 234-19 

Burrough Road 207-6 

Stebbins Road 229-58 

Hill Road Cemetery 234-24 

Subtotal 


Total 
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$155,200 
98,000 
120,000 
233,990 
161,400 
250,000 
98,208 
30,900 
1,147,698 


43,700 
36,900 
11,900 
12,200 
32,800 
36,300 
15,300 
62,200 
120,900 
391,000 
95,700 
34,700 
38,900 
7,800 
39,500 
26,200 
122,500 
30,300 
1,022,350 


109,800 
47,200 
25,500 
38,800 
1,000 
12,900 
2,500 
35,300 
62,900 
335,900 


49,900 
40,600 
31,100 
48,700 
170,300 


2,676,248 


2009 Tax Collector’s Report 


The tax year of 2009 was an uneventful year but I would like to make some general 
observations. 


All tax records are public records. The current year’s commitment is available in the 
Board of Selectmen’s office. The commitment shows the assessed value of all properties, 
the amount of taxes on all properties and any liens on these properties. Included with this 
list are the liens executed in that tax year and a list of tax deeds executed in that tax year. 


Other people can pay your taxes. This benefits the individual taxpayer and of course the 
Town. The person who pays somebody else’s taxes does not receive anything except 
thanks. The gift giver does not receive an interest in liens or any other interest in the 


property. 


Tax liens must be executed by the Tax Collector within 18 months of assessment date. 
The assessment date is April 1*' of each year. I execute the liens for the Town in the first 
week of August. This means that in the first week of August 2010 liens will be issued for 
unpaid 2009 taxes. The Tax Collector must execute tax deeds 2 years after execution of 
the tax lien. This means that unpaid 2007 taxes will go to tax deed in 2010. 


I recommend that taxpayers in financial distress make regular monthly payments. The 
taxes will still be delinquent and the deadlines on tax liens and tax deeds remain in effect. 
The Tax Collector has no powers to change any of the rules laid down by state statutes. 
The Selectmen have the power to waive a tax deed under prescribed circumstances per 
RSA 80:76. If I receive a regular monthly payment I will lobby the Selectmen fora 
waiver of the tax deed because | will argue that under those circumstances issuing a tax 
deed would be contrary to the public interest. 


The Town issued me warrants to collect a total of $1,932,429 in 2009. On 12/31/2009 
the total of uncollected taxes for 2009 was $180,159 or 9.3 % of the 2009 commitment. 


In 2009 tax liens were executed on 44 properties for 2008 unpaid taxes for a liens total 
of $78,106. As of 12/31/2009 2008 liens total outstanding was 69,440. Two tax deeds 
were executed for Map 201 lot 36 land only on Anderson Road and Map 247 lot 41 land 
and buildings on 88 Grange Hall Road because the 2006 tax liens had matured. 


The unpaid 2007 tax lien principal amounted to $36,618 on 12/31/2009. These liens 
will have to be deeded in the fall of 2010. The unpaid 2008 tax lien principal amounted to 
$69,440 on 12/31/2009. These liens will draw interest at 18% for another year; tax deed 
year is 2011. 


Deputy Tax Collector Susan Metsack and I attended a tax seminar and a Budget and 
Finance workshop during 2009. 


Thank you for your courtesies through the year, Marianne W. Nevelson, Tax Collector 


34 


2009 Tax Collector's Report 


Debits 

Uncollected taxes 

Beg. Of Year 
Property taxes 
Land Use Change 
Yield taxes 


Interest-Other charges 


Taxes Committed 

This Year 
Property taxes 
Land use change 
Yield taxes 
Gravel taxes 
Other charges 

Overpayment 
Property taxes 
Interest-Late taxes 
Cost before lien 


Total Debits 


Credits 

Remitted to Treasurer 
Property taxes 
Land use change 
Yield taxes 
Gravel taxes 
Interest 
Conversion to lien 
Other charges 

Abatements made 
Property taxes 
Land Use Change 
Yield taxes 
Interest 

Uncollected taxes 
Property taxes 
Yield taxes 
Interest 
Other charges 


Total Credits 


Debits 
Unredeemed liens 
Fiscal year liens 
Interest and costs 


Total Debits 


Remitted to Treasurer 
Redemptions 
Interest and costs 
Abatements 


Unredeemed lien bal. 


Total Credits 


Levy for 2009 


1,932,428.75 
15,490.00 
10,818.68 
71.56 

58.00 


7,780.00 
1,666.02 


1,968,313.01 


1,757,061.30 
15,490.00 
8,946.46 
71.56 
1,666.21 


40.00 


2,987.75 


180,159.70 
4.85222 

(0.19) 
18.00 


1,968,313.01 


2008 


78,106.12 


1,555.27 
79,661.39 


8,665.55 
703.27 


70,292.57 
> 79,661.39 


a) 


2008 


$ 173,357.46 


331.25 
47.28 


11,673.11 
1,235.00 


186,934.10 


101,703.03 


331.25 
4,790.48 
78,106.12 
335.00 


1,668.22 


186,934.10 


2007 
54,998.21 


3,477.95 
58,476.16 


17,620.45 
3,/26.77 


37,128.94 
$ 58,476.16 


2007 


$ ee 


2006 
16,982.87 


6,682.45 


23,665.32 


16,823.66 
6,841.66 


$ 23,665.32 


2006 


2009 Town Clerk Report 


This year marked five years as Town Clerk. Many things have been accomplished during my 
five-year tenure. There have been improved procedures and implementation of new programs 
over this time that I would like to highlight. 


Shortly after coming to office, a new software program was implemented, specifically 
designed to process vehicle registrations, dog licenses, vital records, pole licenses and other 
various services. It allows this office to keep accurate records and is particularly helpful with 
auditing. Independent town auditors and state auditors have found that all records are in order. 


Two other computer services that are Internet based software programs were also added. It 
required that I attend courses in Concord to be able to process vital records and perform 
election functions. One program allows Town Clerks to access vital records for anyone that 
was born, married or died in N.H. The other program is used for elections and I have been 
authorized by the Supervisors of the Checklist to be what the state considers a “Super Clerk” 
in order to perform important functions now required by Concord for each election. 


In 2006, this office was approved by Concord to start the process of allowing me to become a 
certified Municipal Agent, offering residents the option to obtain the state portion of their 
registrations here in Acworth. It was a necessary requirement that I first had to already have 
had a certain amount of experience in processing titles and registrations and then take courses 
in Concord. This was all accomplished and Acworth’s town clerk’s office was approved to 
provide this convenient service for residents. In addition, this generates extra revenue for the 
town each year. 


In 2007, I applied for and received a grant in the amount of $10,000.00 from the New 
Hampshire Department of State and the Vital Records Improvement Fund. The following 
year, a N.H. Moose Plate grant for $5,490.00 was awarded. With these two grants, all. of 
Acworth’s vital record books under the care of this office were restored and are preserved for 
generations to come. This money also paid for a fireproof vault to store the books, fire 
extinguisher, vacuum cleaner, archival folders, and document cases. 


In 2008, another convenient service was added; an Internet based web-service called E-Reg. 
This allows you to request renewal of your vehicle registration online. Many find this service 
very convenient as it saves them a trip to town hall. This is especially convenient for those 
who find themselves out of town when their registrations are due or when the weather is 
inclement. To request renewal of your registration using E-Reg, go to the town website 
www.acworth.cc, scroll to the bottom and click on the icon that says E-Reg. There will be 
step-by-step instructions. 


In August of this year, my Deputy, Crystal Bascom resigned. Crystal was very helpful. Her 
computer, clerical and interpersonal skills were superior. I had complete confidence in her 
and she has been sorely missed. 

For everyone’s safety, the office may be closed during inclement weather, please call ahead. 
Respectfully submitted by, 


Charlotte Comeau 
Acworth Town Clerk 
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2009 TOWN CLERK REPORT 


Charlotte D. Comeau 


MOTOR VEHICLES 
Vehicle Registrations 
Clerk Fees 

Title Fees 

Municipal Agent Fee 
E-Convenience Fee 
E-Log Fee 

Bad Check Fees 


DOGS 
Licenses Issued: 196 
Town Fees 
State Fees 
Late Fees 


MARRIAGES 

Licenses Issued: 3 
Town Fees 
State Fees 


FILING FEES 
Vital Record Copies 
Town Fees 
State Fees 
Pole License 
Miscellaneous Filing Fees 


ELECTIONS 
Voter Check List 


REMITTED TO TREASURER 


ai 


1855500 
1,426.00 
434.50 
3332.50 
97330 
PMS 


100.00 


130,773.95 


2009 Selectmen’s Report 


The Board’s agendas for 2009 illustrate the range of issues that require attention by 
even a small town’s elected officials. 

The December 2008 ice storm received FEMA declaration on January 2, 2009. To 
recover a portion of $50,852 in unanticipated damage expenses the Board and Highway 
Department met with damage assessors, filed necessary paperwork and held the required 
public hearings. Restoration work was spread over six months due to weather and snow 
cover and the Town was reimbursed for 87% of the cost. 

In anticipation of the 2009 Town Meeting the Board worked with the Road Advisory 
Committee and engineer Steve Gray to develop a formal bid process for the road 
improvement projects contained in the year’s budget. The request for bids drew a field of 
responses from which the Board was able to select qualified contractors for Cold Pond 
Road prep work, Town Pit gravel crushing and Chip Sealing of several roads. Bids were 
awarded following Town Meeting approval of the budget and all three projects were 
completed within their budget and desired timeframes. 

The Town Gravel site reached operational capacity early in the season allowing the 
Town to save approximately $32,000 on material for road improvement projects in 2009. 
The Road Advisory Committee’s analysis of the site estimates it to have an 18 year life 
span in service to the Town at our current use level of 11,000 cubic material yards 
annually. At that level and taking into account engineering, permitting and legal costs 
associated with development, having our own material will save the Town an average 
$42,000 per year for the life of the site. 

During the year the Board met with County Commissioners concerning spending 
levels, with our own first responders regarding Town ambulance coverage, with vendors 
seeking to provide broadband access, with Department of Revenue monitors about 
assessing, with school district representatives about apportionment, with area town select 
boards regarding our common interests and with numerous townspeople on issues 
ranging from road damage to boundary questions. 

It has been the Board’s desire to work within the area of Town policy and to delegate 
daily operational decisions to the various Town departments. The Board continues to 
develop policies as the need arises in order to respond to situations consistently and to 
provide coverage to the Town when there could be liability. In 2009 a Winter Weather 
Policy was adopted which outlines Highway Department priorities and a draft Safety 
Policy was developed to meet state labor laws. 

Even when duties are delegated the Board remains ultimately responsible for 
appropriate management of Town operations. Through a number of meetings late in the 
year it was determined that a restructuring of the Road Agent position was needed. The 
financial and regulatory aspects of highway maintenance today require greater 
administrative work than in the past and will be part of the criteria guiding the Board’s 
search for a new candidate for that position. 

Respectful communication at all levels is essential for the Town to be well served by 
its employees and elected officials. The input of all townspeople is valuable and the 
Board hopes you will participate in Town government. 


Respectfully submitted, John Tuthill, Gretchen Abendschein, Tom Esslinger 
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2009 Highway Department Report 


Another year has flown by at the Acworth highway department. 

Pembroke Sand and Gravel won the bid to crush 6000 yards of gravel in the new pit. 
They showed up just in time for one of our worst mud seasons. For a while we were 
hauling gravel out to our roads as fast as they could crush. Breier Road was impassible 
for two weeks. We put over 600 yards of stone and gravel on the first 1600 feet of that 
road so it should not be a problem anymore. Sections of Cold Pond Road needed 
attention daily. The worst spot was near the Gove Road intersection but with the 
upgrades done to that area it should not be a problem anymore either. Gove Road was a 
disaster during mud season. We had an awful time keeping it passable. The patience of 
the residents there was greatly appreciated. 

After mud season we went to work putting down several inches of “our” gravel on the 
length of Grange Hall Road; about 300 yards. Ditching was done on Beryl Mountain, 
Mulligan, Derry Hill, McLaughlin, Black North and Gove Roads. Shimming and chip 
sealing was done on Luther Hill, Charlestown and Crescent Lake Roads and sealing only 
was done to the new paved section of Cold Pond and Allen Roads. Contracts were 
awarded to Springfield Paving for the shimming part of the projects and Allstates Asphalt 
Corp. for the chip sealing. 

The Cold Pond Road project was awarded to St. Pierre Inc. They reconstructed 1380 
feet focusing on drainage and road surface. Roughly 3000 yards of bank run and 1600 yards 
of crushed gravel were taken from the new pit for this project. 

Culverts were replaced on Beryl Mountain, Derry Hill and Lynn Hill Roads along with 
several on Gove Road. Some of our culvert inventory went to the Cold Pond Road project 
when unanticipated drainage issues came up. 

The ongoing drainage problem in South Acworth was addressed. There has been 
flooding at the intersection of Beryl! Mountain and Grange Hall Roads every time we get a 
few inches of rain in a short period of time. Steve Gray and the Road Advisory Committee 
met with residents there and we believe we resolved the problem by diverting runoff before 
it reaches the intersection and by upgrading a drainage pipe in that area. 

This year’s flood came on October 24. Nineteen roads were damaged with Charlestown 
and Crane Brook the most severely. No FEMA funds came in for this one. Repairs 
excluding trucking were taken care of in house. 

Due to lower than anticipated costs on road projects we were able have additional 
crushing done in the new pit late in the year. St Pierre was awarded this contract and they 
crushed 8000cy of high quality gravel. 

Our 1983 Cat grader has developed some transmission issues which may need to be 
dealt with in 2010. Turning the Mack into a ten wheeler has worked out well for us by 
cutting plowing/sanding time on that truck’s route by half and eliminating broken rear 
spring and tire chain replacement for that truck since the refit. The rest of the fleet is 
holding up well. Due to savings on diesel and heating fuel we were able to purchase a much 
needed chipper. It’s definitely a welcome piece to add to our tool box. 

Bob Stocker was unable to help us out this summer so we had Ross Ramsey, Jr. from 
Alstead running the roller. Keith Short came back for winter maintenance and Prescott has 
started his eighth year working for the Town. Once again, thank you for your efforts. Our 
roads are getting better thanks to all of you. Respectfully, Kerry Smith 
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2009 Solid Waste Report 


Waste shipped for disposal 


Municipal Solid Waste (Household Refuse) 267.52 tons 
Construction and Demolition Debris and Bulky Waste 115.60 tons 
Total 383.12 tons 
Recyclable material shipped for processing or reuse* 123.54 tons 
Grand Total: Waste and Recyclables ~506.7 tons 
Recycling rate as a percentage of total tons received ~25% 
Hauling Avg. weight Shipments Tons 
Municipal Solid Waste ~12.1 tons/haul 22 containers 267.52 
C&D ~ 5.5 tons/haul 21 containers 115.60 
Mixed Paper Fiber** ~ 4.4 tons/haul 14 containers 61.36 
Co-mingled Containers*** ~ 1.8 tons/haul 11 containers 20.02 
Scrap Metal ~ 6.6 tons/haul 6 containers 39.61 
Electronics ~ 2.5 tons/haul 1 shipment » Se 
Misc. + tires (est.) ~5000 Ibs/haul N/A 25 
Material**** Cost Income Net Cost/Ton 

MSW $29,324 - $109.60 incl. $28.60/ton trucking/rental 
C&D $13,275 - $114.84 incl. $33.84/ton trucking/rental 
Mixed Paper $ 3,185 $1,370 $29.60/ton incl. trucking 
Co-mingled $ 875 - $43.70/ton incl. trucking 
Scrap Metal Sere $1913 ($48.30/ton) net income 
Electronics S711 - $273/ton incl. trucking 

Tires $ 466 - N/A 

Cost of Transfer Station operations in 2009 Tons Cost/Ton 
Gross $81,028 ~507 ~ $160 

Net $70,420 ~507 ~ $139 


This figure does not include glass, tires, fabric, batteries, propane tanks and other 
incidental recyclable materials. (Figures may not total due to rounding.) 

Mixed includes newsprint, cardboard, magazines, and all other clean paper fiber 
Co-mingled includes clean aluminum, plastic or tin beverage and food containers 
**** Fees collected in 2009 offset C&D, Electronic and Tire removal costs by $9,522. 
Transfer station revenues are not currently broken out for these categories and are 
therefore not reflected in the Net Cost/Ton calculation. Disposal fee is $81/ton. 


The dedication of the attendants, Jim Jennison and Frank Emig, and the support offered 
by the crew at the Highway Department is, as always, greatly appreciated. 


Respectfully submitted, John Tuthill, for the Acworth Board of Selectmen 
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2009 Trustees of Trust Funds Report 


The board’s first of twelve meetings was opened on January 14, 2009. All meetings 
were held at the Acworth Town Hall with the last meeting on December 9, 2009. 


Representatives of the Board of Selectmen, Library Trustees, Cemetery Trustees, and 
Home Healthcare, Hospice, and Community Services (Visiting Nurses Association) met 
with us for interest income guidance that would affect decisions concerning their budgets 
and expenditures. We are pleased to work with all beneficiaries of trusts and capital 
reserve funds. These meetings also can inform us, as trustees, how to work closer with 
other boards regarding their future projects and expected dates that we may receive 
application vouchers for funds. 


The interest income from the Faithful, Richard & Clarence Jeffrey Memorial Visiting 
Nurse Association Fund as administered by HHC Services continues to ease the financial 
burden for Acworth residents seeking the services of the Nurse Is In Clinics. A screening 
for bone density and blood pressures was held on June 24 from 4:00pm to 6:00pm at the 
Community Aid Building in South Acworth. Two registered nurses provided seventeen 
screenings to residents. The clinic includes individual screening and education and 
materials about osteoporosis and risk factors. 


A seasonal flu immunization clinic was held on October 23, from 3:00pm to 5:00pm, 
also at the Community Aid Building. Fifty nine individuals received the seasonal flu 
immunization; 28 not covered by an insurance or Medicare were covered by these trust 
funds. The Trust funds made it possible to have this additional clinic in Acworth. 


A new investment policy was written after substantial research, discussions, and 
review. Our statutory annual reporting includes this document with the bank generated 
MS-9 and MS-10 and sent to the Charitable Trust Unit of the Department of Attorney 
General. We also reviewed our by-laws and made clarifications. 


The trustees at various meetings during the year have analyzed all options open to 
them in order to produce a higher interest yield, or even a way to enhance the existing 
principal. At this time the trustees are seriously constrained by: the total amount of our 
Common Trusts, the applicable New Hampshire statutes, the accounting and reporting 
requirements, the possible personal liability in the event of loss of principal. However, 
the trustees will continue to look for other options that could be expected to bring a 
higher total yield. 


Respectfully submitted, Alston W. Barrett, John Demars, Tim Perry, Trustees 
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2009 Library Report 


Acworth Silsby Library had 2,691 visits from patrons in 2009, up 62% from the prior 
year and we welcomed 49 new patrons. We continue to add a variety of fiction, non- 
fiction and children's books to our collection on a monthly basis. The number of visits for 
computer use grew from 257 in 2008 to 748 in 2009. Computer users enjoyed a faster 
internet connection speed after we upgraded our service level early in 2009. We have 
two computers for public use as well as a wireless connection. Patrons use our computers 
for a variety of activities such as checking e-mail, looking for new jobs, helping with 
school work, researching hobbies and interests. 

We are very pleased to have the students from the Acworth School visiting the library 
on a regular basis. We added a fourth day to our schedule. We are now open on Saturday 
from 11:30am to 4:30pm and have accomplished this without adding to our weekly 
payroll. 

The Book Sale, held each year during Old Home Days in August, provides additional 
funds to purchase new books. Our Book Sale this past year was very successful and we 
thank all those who participated either by donating books to the sale or by purchasing 
books. We will be accepting donations of books in the month of July 2010 as we prepare 
for next year's sale. Our Arts and Crafts Sale is held in early November at the Town Hall. 
It is now a Library tradition and an exciting day, with lots of vendors, shoppers, food, and 
prizes. This also provides additional funds for the library. 

We continue to electronically catalog and barcode our collection, concentrating on the 
non-fiction books in 2009. As we handle the books, we are also making repairs, re- 
covering and re-labeling the many books which needed attention. We are an active 
member of the Nubanusit cooperative, which provides a collection of movies and audio 
books that rotate bi-monthly among 23 local libraries. Patrons borrowed 145 of the 
Nubanusit items during 2009. Inter-library loans (ILL) continue to be a popular way for 
patrons to read books not owned by our library. We brought 344 ILL books to Acworth 
for our patrons. 

We are committed to making the library more organized and user friendly. 

Susan Metsack and LindaThomson-Mohr; Phone 835-2150; acworthl(@sover.net. 


Library hours are Sat. and Sun. 11:30am-4:30pm, Tue. and Thurs. 11:30am to 5:30pm. 
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2009 Library Trustees Report 


The Acworth Silsby Library saw an increase of 62% in the number or users in 2009 and 
an increase of 61% in the number of books circulating. In spite of decreased income due 
to the difficult economic climate we have been able to add significantly to our book and 
DVD collections. It is our expectation that we will be able to continue with this growth in 
2010. 


The Library received a $2500 matching grant from the New Hampshire Electric 
Cooperative which, if matched by the community, will benefit the basement renovation 
project. In addition, the Friends of the Library and the Acworth Women’s Club have 
given generous donations to the Library. Our Annual Book Sale was successful and 
proceeds from this will go to the ongoing work. 


Satellite internet speed was increased once again this year and served a rapidly growing 
number of patrons. Our wireless connections were also very popular with laptop users. 


We plan to complete renovations of the lower level of the Library in 2010. This will 
provide a new Children’s Room and much needed space for our growing collection of 
books and history documents. It will also give us room for cultural functions, computer 
use, and room for a small year-round book sale. 


Income received in 2009 totaled $27,105.39 from the following sources: Town 
Appropriation $22,610.00; revenue from book sales $1,360.12; Trust fund income 
$943.36; restricted gifts $800.00; savings & CD interest earned $789.59; craft sale & 
copier/printer income $392.32; unrestricted gifts $210.00. Operating expenses for 2009 
totaled $46,632.38 expended as follows: Payroll & taxes $19,315.76; building 
repairs/upgrades $15,088.52; books/periodicals/audio/video $3,602.89; heating system 
$2,795.34; utilities $2,516.23; fees/supplies & other $1,629.55; grounds care $1,045.00; 
restricted gifts $639.09. 


The Trustees hope you will visit the Library and see the exciting changes that are taking 
place. You are sure to find something of interest in our collections. Thank you to all those 
who have helped us over the past year. 


Guy Russell 

Tanya Holt 

Joann Brown 

Joanne Smith 

Melinda Loiselle 

Trustees, Acworth Silsby Library 
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ACWORTH SILSBY LIBRARY FINANCIAL REPORT 2009 


ACCOUNT BALANCES 


CHECKING 
SAVINGS 
CD'S 


INCOME 
TOWN APPROPRIATION 
(SALARIES / TAXES / OTHER) 
OTHER INCOME 
ESTIMATED CD & SAVINGS INTEREST 
ESTIMATED MISCELLANEOUS INCOME 
ESTIMATED RESTRICTED INCOME: TRUST FUNDS & GIFTS 
ESTIMATED DESIGNATED INCOME: 800K SALES & GIFTS 


EXPENSES (Library & Town Funds) 
SALARIES & PAYROLL TAXES 


BOOKS & PERIODICALS 

OTHER MAT'L (AUDIO/VHS/DVD) 
HEAT SYSTEM / HEATING FUEL 
ELECTRICITY 

COMMUNICATIONS 

SUPPLIES & EQUIP. 

POSTAL / BANK FEES / SVC CHG 
SNOW REMOVAL & LAWN CARE 
DUES / FEES / TUITION 

PROGRAMS 

COMPUTER / COPIER 

MISC. EXPENSE 

BUILDING REPAIR (see resolution) 
DESIGNATED GIFTS 

‘PASSTHRU' FUNDS (to Town or AHS) 
LIBRARY FUNDS TO ANALYZE BUILDING ISSUES 


12/31/2008 


$416.91 
$22,691.45 
$25,785.40 


—— 


$48,893.76 


2009 
BUDGET 


$22,610 


$1,400 
$500 
$3,000 
$1,950 
$29,460 


$18,500 


$965 
$220 
$3,150 
$900 
$1,500 
$900 
$200 
$1,100 
$400 
$500 
$725 
$400 


$0 


$29,460 


2009 EXPENSES USING RESTRICTED LIBRARY FUNDS (included above) 


* BOOKS & PERIODICALS (Jeffery Trust Fund Interest) 
* ELECTRICAL PANEL (F.O.L. gift) 

“STEP STOOLS (F.O.L. gift) 

* BUILDING REPAIR 


2010 DESIGNATED / RESTRICTED LIBRARY FUNDS 
Richard & Clarence Jeffery Memorial Library Fund 
Codman & Gertrude Hislop Book Fund 
Sidewalk (gift from Friends of the Library) 
Children's room lighting project (gift from Friends of the Library) 
Designated income account from income-producing equipment 
& book sales 
Building repair / drainage problem resolution 
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$19,572 


12/31/2009 


$108.24 
$9,258.53 


$20,000.00 


$29,366.77 


ee 


2009 
ACTUAL 


$22,610 


$790 
$453 
$1,690 
$1,562 
$27,105 


$19,316 


$3,404 
$199 
$2,795 
$768 
$1,748 
$562 
$158 
$1,045 
$440 
$0 
$469 
$0 
$15,089 
$639 
$0 


$46,632 


$1,025 
$563 
$76 
$15,089 


$16,753 


(restricted gift) 
(restricted gift) 
(restricted gift) 
(restricted gift) 


Variance to 


Budget 
$816 


$2,439 
($21) 
($355) 
($132) 

$248 
($338) 
($42) 
($55) 

$40 
($500) 
($256) 
($400) 


$639 

$0 

$0 
$2,084 


(designated income) 


2009 Acworth Cemeteries Report 


It is unusual for the Acworth Cemeteries to make the newspapers and even more so to 
be featured in a full front page spread. On January 11, 2010 there was a front page 
article with a large photograph in the Keene Sentinel which featured the work that 
Acworth resident Jim Pokorny has been doing photographing and recording gravesite 
data that he later posts to www.findagrave.com, a database of worldwide gravesites. To 
date he has photographed, collected, and posted data on over 700 burials. The Trustees 
would like to express their deepest gratitude to him for undertaking this tedious and slow 
process of making this great historical resource available in a format that we and others 
throughout the world can easily access. 


In addition to Jim Pokorny’s volunteer efforts we have been able to digitize most of the 
burial records from 1956 onward. Previously, Trustee Ruth Balla had digitized the lot 
ownership records. Having both these sets of records in a format which can be searched 
and sorted is a great improvement over searching through myriad scattered paper records. 


In 2009 we removed a massive pine tree from the Old Hill Road Cemetery that was 
structurally unsound and a posed a great hazard to the surrounding monuments. To do so 
took an enormous crane and the coordination of many people’s efforts. We are 
extremely grateful to Robert Balla of R.L. Balla, Inc. for his help in assisting and 
providing additional equipment to the tree services in the process of removal and 
disposal. This donation of services saved the Town hundreds of dollars in removal costs 
that we would have otherwise incurred. 


Late in the summer we continued to repair monuments in the Old Hill Road Cemetery. 
One hundred and thirty monuments were straightened, reset, or otherwise repaired. 


We have begun to do some maintenance in the old cemetery on the Batchelder Nye 
Road. We are grateful for an afternoon’s help in that cemetery by a Boy Scout Troop 
from Wilkes Barre Pennsylvania coordinated by John and Stella Herpel. There remains 
much work to be done in that cemetery. 


It is with great regret that we announce the retirement of Ruth Balla from our board of 
Trustees. Ruth has served diligently for many years and is greatly responsible for the 
many positive recent developments in the care and maintenance of our cemeteries. Her 
cheerful presence, support, and commitment will be greatly missed and are deeply 
appreciated by those who have been privileged to work with her. 


On behalf of the Trustees of Acworth Cemeteries, 


Respectfully submitted, G. Kristian Fenderson, Sexton 
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2009 Acworth Volunteer Fire and Rescue Company, Inc. Report 


The Company responded to 58 calls this year, as follows: 


Medical Emergency 32 
Cancelled En Route l 
Chimney Fire 2 
False Alarm as 
Mutual Aid - Cover Assignment 2 
Mutual Aid - Structure Fire 2 
Structure Fire 0 
Investigate Smoke 3 
Power Line Down 3 
Vehicle Accident 6 
Controlled Burn l 
Assist State Police | 
Natural Vegetation Fire l 
Road Flooding l 
Total Responses 58 


This was a pretty typical year for the Fire and Rescue Company, with an average of just 
over a call per week. Luckily, there were no major structure fires here in town this year. 
The big fire for us this year was in Marlow, at the Audio Accessories building, where, as 
one of the first units on the scene, we were able to set up by the river and provide water 
most of the day to the other units working the fire. 


We also worked with our counterparts in nearby towns for several training exercises, 
including one that we hosted at the end of October with one of the medical helicopters 
from DART. 


Also in October we once again spent part of a day at the Acworth School for exercises 
related to Fire Safety Month, which everyone enjoyed. 


New members are always welcome, particularly those who are in town during the day. 
We meet on the second Thursday of every month at 7:30; drop in. 


Respectfully submitted, Acworth Volunteer Fire and Rescue Company 
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2009 Planning Board Report 


Among the ongoing challenges facing the Planning Board is that of ensuring that our 
local ordinances reflect and stay current with state regulations in a timely manner. 

Some changes are minor such as the new requirement that land use boards’ minutes be 
made available within 5 business days of a meeting; this is in line with the current Right- 
to-Know Law. Other changes such as the State’s 2009 Work-Force-Housing legislation 
are more involved and have the potential to strongly influence development. This 
legislation will make it important for the Planning Board to look into the handling of 
high-density housing which is not unprecedented in our area. Although the nation seems 
to be in a temporary housing slump we should prepare for the likely rise in housing 
demand once the economy improves. It is to Acworth’s advantage that the work, soon to 
be concluded by the committee implementing our Housing and Conservation Planning 
Program grant, contains data which will help the Town address Work-Force-Housing 
requirements. 

During 2009 the Board worked through an update of the Town’s Nonresidential Site 
Plan Review Regulations. The update took care of procedural voids in the 1982 version. 
The Planning Board is charged with oversight of the Nonresidential Site Plan Review 
process by state statute. The two applications received in 2009 for review under the new 
regs represent the range possible in Acworth. The first was for a small home-based 
service business and the second for a 22,500 square foot storage and manufacturing 
facility for Bascom Maple Farm. Both candidates received approval after working 
through the application process with the Board. 

There are three other areas which require ongoing attention. State statute requires 
planning boards to update town master plans and capital improvement plans on a regular 
basis. While the Planning Board adopted an addendum to the 1979 Master Plan at the end 
of 2008, it is not too soon to begin noting areas for which additional data is either 
available or needed. The Capital Improvement Plan was updated for use by the Select 
Board and Budget Committee in crafting the 2010 budget. In this update the Planning ~ 
Board “reviewed recommended levels of expenditure...and arrived at a suggested annual 
level of funding for each area” for the six year projected period of the Plan with the 
purpose of stabilizing the tax rate. The Board did not choose to include paving of 
unpaved portions of Cold Pond Road in its projections. The third area of Town regulation 
which the Board has attempted to keep relevant is the Zoning Ordinance. Following the 
sense expressed at a public forum in 2009 the Board crafted an amendment to the 
Ordinance disallowing mobile home parks. Future attention will be addressed to updating 
the Definitions section of the Ordinance in order to bring it current with statutory and 
industry terminology. 

Most recently the owners of the Allstone Quarry have made inquiries to the Board 
regarding expansion of their operations there. The Board will need to consider how the 
addition of crushing will impact Allstone’s presence in the Town. 

The Planning Board meets in regular session the last Wednesday of each month and 
conducts a monthly working session on the second Tuesday. 


Planning Board Chairman, Douglas Robinson 
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Housing and Conservation Planning Program Grant 


In September of 2008 Acworth was one of six towns in the state to receive a grant from 
the NH Office of Energy and Planning under its Housing and Conservation Planning 
Program. The Stage One funding of $17,000 was to underwrite professional mapping, 
data gathering and analysis to inform Town planning efforts. 

Since then, the Planning Board and volunteers have worked with Mark Goodwin of 
Stewardship Technologies and planner Ken McWilliams to generate the program’s 
required reports: Demographics and Income, Housing Needs Assessment, Natural 
Resources Mapping and Historic Resources Mapping. The reports were shared and 
discussed at public hearings on May 27, 2009 and January 27, 2010. They are currently 
available for review at the Town office. 

This work positions the Town to apply for future OEP grants as funds become available 
and to engage in informed discussion of our own vision for the future and to respond to 
statutory requirements as needed. 


Stella Herpel for the HCPP Committee 
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2009 Conservation Commission Report 
2009 Conservation Commission Projects and Activities: 
Annual Green-Up Day in May. Many volunteers worked to pick up litter along 
Acworth’s roads. Volunteers drove around town picking up the collected trash to take it 
to the transfer station, and at the transfer station volunteers sorted out cans and bottles 
for recycling. Thank you to all who participated, the guys at the transfer station, and to 
all of you who pick up litter regularly along Acworth’s roads. 
Monthly review of DES Applications for Wetlands Permits, Shoreland Protection 
Permits and Intents to Cut. 
Conservation Easement Report: 
Provide stewardship oversight on four of the ten conservation easement properties in 
Acworth. Conservation Commission walked the Moody, Clark, Roy, and Pierce 
easement properties. 
Society for Protection of NH Forests reported unsightly conditions at the Acworth 
Wetlands in East Acworth. The gravel pit area used as a shooting range had litter, spent 
shells, and assorted other debris. A letter to Acworth citizens asking for assistance in 
keeping the area clean and with monitoring the area was placed in the Acworth 
Community News and the Acworthian Website. We will continue to monitor the 
situation in 2010. 
Desbiens Property Acquisition Project: Richard and Jane Desbiens offered the town 
the opportunity to purchase an 83 acre parcel located on the east end of Crescent Lake 
Rd, along the Lempster boundary, and abutting the Gove Town Forest with the 
stipulation that a permanent conservation easement be placed on the property. The 
commission voted unanimously to make acquiring the property a priority with the intent 
of adding the property to the existing Gove Forest easement. The commission voted to 
commit $10,000 toward the $125,000 purchase price and $5,000 toward expenses. A 
fund raising effort was conducted, and we applied for an LCHIP and a Moose Plate 
grant. We received 28 contributions totaling just under $6,000. We received a Moose 
Plate Grant for $5,000, but did not get the LCHIP grant. The town will be asked to vote 
on acquiring this valuable property at the 2010 town meeting. 
Acworth Town Forests Report: 
The Gove Town Forest and the South Acworth Town forest are managed by the 
Conservation Commission with support from our Town Forester, Peter Rhoades. A 
2009 cut in the Gove Forest yielded $5,061. This brings the total yield from timber cuts 
since 2000 to approximately $84,000. Both forests are managed for timber production, 
wildlife habitat, watershed protection, and outdoor recreation. Ongoing boundary 
research continues in the South Acworth Town Forest. 
Water Quality: The commission shared the costs with the Unity Conservation 
Commission for the May, July, and Sept. water quality monitoring tests of Crescent 
Lake. The commission continues to be involved with the Cold River Local Advisory 
Committee on their annual water quality monitoring and other projects related to the 
Cold River. 
Respectfully, 
Susan Paton, Chair Debby Hinman, Vice Chair 


Members: Sandy Brewer, Rob DeValk, Helen Frink, Peter Maynard 
Alternates: Mark Wellens, Shawn Bowman BOS Representative: John Tuthill 
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2009 Crescent Lake Association Milfoil Committee 


Despite a very rainy start to the season, our Lake Hosts inspected more boats this past 
summer than any previous year. We did a total of 766 inspections on 508 boats, and all 
were free of invasive plants. Volunteers also got into the cold water in June and did a 
visual inspection of the lake bottom. The water was tested three times during the summer 
for clarity and contaminates. This program not only protected the water of Crescent 
Lake, but it also provided summer employment for five Acworth/Unity property owners. 


All this has been made possible through the financial support of the Towns of Acworth 
and Unity, along with the Crescent Lake Association members and state grants. Federal 
government money may not be available for state grants for the 2010 season, which will 
make local funding even more critical. 


Respectfully submitted, 

Crescent Lake Association Milfoil Committee - 2009 

Jerry Bushway — Unity Bill Paton — Acworth 

John Demars — Acworth Tim Perry — Chairman — Acworth 
Lorraine Dion — Acworth Stan Rastallis — Unity 

Jim Howe — Acworth Mark Wilson — Unity 

Bob Kroupa — Unity Fred Yates - Acworth 
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2009 Cold River Local Advisory Committee Report 


The Cold River Local Advisory Committee (CRLAC) consists of citizens 
nominated by the Select Boards from the Cold River Watershed communities of 
Acworth, Alstead, Langdon, Lempster, and Walpole and appointed by the New 
Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NHDES). 


These representatives volunteer their time to help municipal boards and residents 
monitor the natural, cultural, scenic and scientific resources of the Watershed. The 
CRLAC also reviews river corridor projects needing state and federal permits and 
evaluates water-related issues of local and statewide significance. 


CRLAC ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2009 


Municipal Conservation, Planning & Post-Flood Issues 


Assisted residents/boards/business owners with the resolution of a variety 
of potential water quality degradation issues. 

Supported local and state efforts to fund stream restoration projects in 
flood-damaged areas and to develop partnerships with federal wildlife 
officials for habitat improvements. 

Completed the Watershed Management Plan created on behalf of local 
boards and residents, and submitted it to the Department of Environmental 
Service (DES) in accordance with DES guidelines. 

Assisted the Lake Warren Association in evaluating the feasibility of 
developing a sub-watershed management plan. 

Worked with a town consultant who will assess the stabilization work done 
on Warren Brook. 

Participated with the Alstead Community Conservation Taskforce. 


Workshops, Events & Education 


Presented copies of the newly completed Watershed Management Plan to 
each of the communities and the two lake associations, generally through 
the Conservation or Planning Board committees of those communities, 
Presented seminars on ground water/wells/and local geology at the Shedd- 
Porter and Vilas School libraries in Alstead. 

Co-led with the Nature Museum of Grafton Vermont a presentation at the 
mouth of the Cold River on the biology/dynamics, plants, fish and habitat 
of small rivers. 

Provided to each town on the Cold River copies of our CRLAC approved 
minutes. 

Participated in a conference on cyanotoxins in New Hampshire waters and 
a DES meeting reporting development of the state-wide water resource 
plan. 

Provided a display at the Alstead July Festival and Lempster Old Home 
Day in August. 

Worked on getting “Designated River Signs” for the River. 

Participated with New Hampshire Fish and Game in stocking the Cold 
River with 100,000 salmon fry. 
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Water Quality and Quantity Monitoring 

e¢ Completed the seventh year of our voluntary sampling program, including 
three routine and twelve additional water quality monitoring events on the 
Cold River and its tributaries. In 2009 monitoring teams spent 
approximately 170 field hours collecting 1273 samples at over 75 sites. 

e Analyzed for pH, dissolved oxygen, conductivity, turbidity, temperature, 
river height, bacteria, and nitrogen and phosphorus compounds. 

Applied for and received DES funding for additional analyses. 

e Assisted state/federal officials and particularly the United States Geologic 
Survey (USGS) with the site selection for a new flow gauging station (on 
High Street in Alstead between the library and the new bridge over the 
Cold River) and saw it through to working status. It monitors (in real time) 
air and water temperature, water elevation and flow and may be reached 
live on line at http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nh/nwis/uv/?site_no=01154950. 

e Participated in the design of a kiosk to house the gauging station and to 
provide three panels for public information on water resources. USGS will 
be using one of the panels and we will be sharing two with DES and the 
Town of Alstead. New information will be placed in the kiosk as it 
becomes available. 

e Met with local water quality sampling teams comprised of residents on 
Crescent Lake and Lake Warren 


Membership 
e Received two new members to our Committee: Fred Ernst (Walpole) and 
Richard Morrison (Langdon). 


The CRLAC welcomes your participation in any of our projects and is actively 
seeking additional members from the towns of Acworth and Lempster. We 
generally meet the fourth Thursday of each month, 7-9 PM, usually in the Alstead 
Town Offices. Please contact any CRLAC member for additional information. 


Sincerely, 
Charles H. Montgomery MD and Jennifer Poleari, Co-Chairs 


Acworth: Deborah Hinman (Immediate Past Chair and Scribe). 

Alstead: Carol Drummond, Michael Heidorn, and Samuel Sutcliffe. 

Langdon: Catherine MacDonald (Membership, 603-835-6386), Richard Morrison, 
and Jennifer Polcari (Co-Chair, 603-835-2326). 

Lempster: Susan Lichty. 

Walpole: Fred Ernst, Austin Hunter, and Charles Montgomery (Co-Chair, 603-756- 
3965). 
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DEATHS REGISTRED IN ACWORTH 
JANUARY 1 —- DECEMBER 31, 2009 


Decedent’s Name 


Bogle, Kenneth 
Bailey, Sean 
Corey, Mabel 
Haubrich, Helen 
Brooks, James 
Bates Sr., William 
Currie, Gail 

Cote, Roger 
Ingoldsby, Marion 


MARRIAGES REGISTRED IN ACWORTH 


Age Place of Death 
91 Claremont, NH 
43 Lebanon, NH 
104 South Acworth, NH 
9] Dover, NH 
65 Lebanon, NH 
81 Lebanon, NH 
62 Acworth, NH 
62 Acworth, NH 
78 South Acworth, NH 


JANUARY 1 -— DECEMBER 31, 2009 


Groom’s Name 


Brodne, William W. 
LeClair, Raymond C. 
Bell, Ryan A. 

LaClair Jr., Johnnie W. 


01/09/2009 
02/10/2009 
02/26/2009 
03/08/2009 
06/06/2009 
06/09/2009 
06/27/2009 
08/23/2009 
10/05/2009 


Date of Death 


Bride’s Name Place of Marriage erate 
Calitri, Sheila A. Hillsborough, NH 07/11/2009 
Derick, Tonia D. Claremont, NH 07/11/2009 
Labrie, Naomi L. Charlestown, NH 08/08/2009 
Pratt, Brandy L. Acworth, NH 08/22/2009 
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